
Tara Ronda , Newsletter Editor

Thanks for the feedback!

Thanks to those of you who emailed me feedback regarding our

new (and ostensibly improved) newsletter design. I didn't receive

any negative thoughts, which I'll count as a victory. That said, do

feel free to send me feedback or ideas for what to include in our

August issue at tronda@princeton.edu. Many of you have asked

for an update on PTI activities in the Fall 2020 semester. The

short answer is that we just don't know what the term will look

like, though we're having lots of discussions with our community

partners and the university. As soon as we can give you additional

information, we'll pass it on to our PTI family. In the meantime,

stay well and thank you for your concern about the program!
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It's so hard to say goodbye...
To compound these complicated times, PTI is losing a few long-time volunteers. Here, we profile

one of those important members of our community. While we're sad to lose her, we wish her all

the best in her upcoming adventures. 

Kelly and I chatted about her involvement with PTI and

where she's headed next. (The responses below have

been lightly edited for space.)

PTI: What inspired you to get involved with PTI?

KS: I started teaching during my undergrad and already

knew that I really enjoyed it. However, I was warned

when I chose Princeton for my postdoc that I wouldn't

get many teaching opportunities where I could get

experience leading the class. So when a PTI recruiting

email was sent around at my institute, I jumped at the

opportunity to learn more about the program. I also

come from a very white and affluent area of the U.S.

and was aware that I have biases. I wanted to work on

facing those and listen to more diverse experiences. I

never expressed this personal goal to my students, but

they inadvertently taught me a lot. They made me a

better ally, advocate, and teacher, for which I am very

grateful.

PTI: What is your favorite thing about being involved

in prison education? 

KS: I thrive on the personal growth of my students and

mentees and am big on celebrating perseverance and

little victories. I think the fact that PTI is a volunteer

organization made my students aware that I was there

because I genuinely wanted to teach them. This

created more open interactions than I've experienced

in other teaching settings, with students sharing a

larger part of their triumphs and struggles in the

classroom. We were able to celebrate victories

together more often, and I was better able to change

tactics when students were struggling. I think this led

to more personal student growth, which was beautiful

to witness.

PTI: How is our Fort Dix program different from our

partnership with the New Jersey Dept. of Corrections? 

KS: My sense is that the student group at Fort Dix is more

diverse in many ways. For example, my students ranged in

age from ~25 to 75 years old, came from all over the U.S.,

and had more variable sentences. This leads to a wider

range of educational backgrounds and goals for being part

of the PTI program. We often focus on the opportunities we

hope our classes will make available to students after

reentry, but our classes also provide a lot for students who

are living with long-term sentences.

PTI: So where are you headed next? 

KS: I was very lucky to be accepted into the American

Association for the Advancement of Science's (AAAS)

Science and Technology Policy Fellowship Program in

Washington, D.C. In the program, I will be a Program

Analyst at the Office of Emerging Technologies, Threats,

and Cyber Affairs at the Department of State. The role of

this office is to inform diplomats and politicians about the

international development of technologies that are of

national interest.

PTI: How (if at all) do you think PTI has prepared you for

this work? 

KS: Interestingly, PTI came up a LOT in my interviews with

various potential fellowship offices, because every office

was interested in strong science communication skills and

also a tolerance for bureaucracy. In my interview for the

office I'll be working in, we talked for a bit about the

similarity between the skills needed to teach inside and the

skills needed to write briefs for politicians. In one case, the

audience is physically limited from accessing additional

information, and in the other, the audience is limited in the

time they can devote to accessing additional information. So

in both cases you have to be very thoughtful about the

primary information you want to communicate and then

communicate it in as clear a way as possible the first time

around. The skills that I gained while volunteering with PTI

directly prepared me for this fellowship, and I'm excited to

see all the other ways they can be applied once I get to

Washington!      

(Continued on p. 3)
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Kelly Seagraves Interview (Continued from p. 2)

PTI: Any final thoughts?

KS: As a last statement, I want to take this opportunity

to thank everyone in the PTI community. Thank you to

my students for believing in my teaching, unwaveringly

showing up even when the situation at the facility was

unclear, and responding to my mistakes with utter

grace. I hope I can do justice to all they have taught me.

Thank you to my teaching teams, who put so much

effort and care into the materials and supporting our

students and each other. And thank you to the PTI

leadership, past and present: Jill Knapp for introducing

me to PTI and Fort Dix, Jill Stockwell for growing the

vision of the Fort Dix program and supporting every

ambition I had to keep building on it, and Tara Ronda

for literally keeping everything together and everyone

laughing. I miss PTI already and look forward to staying

in touch into the future!

[To which we at PTI say, you are very welcome, Kelly! We

are so grateful for your boundless energy and support in

developing the Fort Dix program and caring for our

students. We already miss you, too!]

CALL FOR WILLING

INTERVIEWEES!
Given our rather abrupt departure from the

university, PTI was unable to host its annual End-

of-Year Shindig, where we usually recognize our

departing volunteers. If you or someone you

know is leaving (or has already left) PTI and

you're willing to be profiled in PTI Matters, please

email tronda@princeton.edu. We'd love to

highlight your good work! 

And if you're confused about the image above, please

know that I'm a child of the '90s and when I thought of

saying goodbye to our wonderful volunteers, this was the

phrase that came to mind. The end. 

~T.R.

Coming Attractions

A note from our friends at the Petey Greene Program:

Join the Petey Greene Program for “Education on the

Inside: A Student Perspective,” the first in our public

summer webinar series. We will learn about education in

jails and prison from formerly incarcerated students

themselves. Through this discussion, we will have the

opportunity to reflect on ways to better support the

freedom dreams of incarcerated and formerly incarcerated

students. We look forward to engaging with you - please

register here!

HAPPENING TODAY! In partnership with Doubleday

and Labyrinth Books, the Princeton Public Library is

thrilled to present Jim McCloskey, author of When Truth

Is All You Have, in conversation with John Grisham, whose

minister-turned-prison-advocate in The Guardians was

inspired by McCloskey himself.  REGISTER HERE (when

all spots are filled, the event will be pushed to a YouTube

Livestream here).

http://princeton.edu/
https://www.peteygreene.org/
https://tinyurl.com/yasydcam
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/princeton-public-library-presents-jim-mccloskey-with-john-grisham-tickets-107125844284
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FYNJhmdll2g&feature=youtu.be


Well, friends, PTI's physical office has been closed since Friday, March 13 (a

coincidence? Perhaps...), and based on the university's guidance, it doesn't

look like we'll be back anytime soon. That makes us sad...but I suppose we'd

be much sadder if everything was running as usual and someone got sick. We

know you've got questions, and unfortunately, we don't have many answers.

We do want to stay in touch, though, so keep an eye out for some

announcements coming soon! 

Virtual volunteering, anyone?!
Dylan wasn't the only one to notice the times they

are a-changin',  which means we're probably going

to have to do some changing ourselves. Though we

don't have any set-in-stone plans, we've been

brainstorming some ways we can maintain

connections with our PTI family members. One of

those strategies might be to offer a few remote

volunteer opportunities. If you'd be interested in

participating, please email tronda@princeton.edu

and we can chat about ideas.

Updates from the PTI virtual office...

More STEM Education Developments

One of our fearless STEM advocates and professors has done it again! In

addition to serving as an NSF REU Training Site for undergraduate summer

research in molecular biophysics, Princeton will also act as a Training Site for

computational biology research. The REU program has offered a significant

and unique academic experience to outstanding formerly incarcerated

students, and we are optimistic it will continue to do so (though the Summer

2020 program was another COVID casualty). The program aims to

"stimulate intellectual interest in STEM for students with excellent math

skills [...] and exposure to the rewards and benefits of STEM education and

careers and to the connections between science, biology, and the lives of

their communities." 

http://princeton.edu/
https://reumolbiophysics.princeton.edu/


Resources

Fatal Invention: How Science, Politics, and Big
Business Recreate Race in the Twenty-First Century
(Dorothy Roberts)

The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and
the Making of Modern Urban America (Khalil

Gibran Muhammad)

Dying of Whiteness: How the Politics of Racial
Resentment is Killing America's Heartland
(Jonathan M. Metzl)

Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in
Black America (James Forman, Jr.)

Waiting 'Til the Midnight Hour: A Narrative History
of Black Power in America (Peniel E. Joseph)

"Bryan Stevenson on the frustration behind the

George Floyd protests" (Isaac Chotiner, The New
Yorker)

"Why I'm no longer talking to white people

about race" (Reni Eddo-Lodge, The Guardian)

"Antiracist books are selling out: Here's what

black booksellers and publishers say you should

read" (Suyin Haynes, Time)

"California officials blasted for prison

coronavirus outbreak" (Don Thompson, The
Washington Post)

"Art in the age of mass incarceration: A dialogue

with Nicole Fleetwood" (Caits Meissner, PEN
America)

"College programs in prison go remote" (Lilah

Burke, Inside Higher Ed)

READING LIST
The book links below will take you to our friends at Labyrinth
Books, who we are proud to support throughout the year and
especially at this difficult time for small businesses.

Books

Articles

We offer you these suggestions to satisfy all your senses in honor of National Anti-Boredom

Month (which has a special meaning in the Year of Our Boredom 2020).

Silence is Not an Option with Don Lemon (CNN)

U.S. News Beat: A Social Justice Podcast
Bootstraps (Hosted by Aniefre Essien)

Unfinished: Deep South (Stitcher)

Telescope: Life in the Time of Corona (Hosted by

Jonathan Hirsch for Neon Hum Media)

The Only One in the Room (Hosted by Laura

Cathcart Robbins)

Come Through with Rebecca Carroll (WNYC)

Yo, Is This Racist? (Hosted by Andrew Ti & Tawny

Newsome for Earwolf)

Slow Burn (Season 4; Hosted by Josh Levin for

Slate)

Eastern State Penitentiary (Philadelphia, PA): This

historic prison has developed into a nonprofit

whose mission is to "interpret the legacy of

American criminal justice reform, from the

nation’s founding through to the present day,

within the long-abandoned cellblocks of the

nation’s most historic prison." Learn all  abou it

through virtual tours and programs.

Recommended: View Searchlight Series

recordings online and sign up for the newsletter

to be notified about new events held monthly.

National Museum of African American History &

Culture's Talking about Race resources: Visit the

museum in Washington, D.C., part of the

Smithsonian network.

PODCASTS & RECORDINGS

MISCELLANY

SPECIAL MENTIONS!
"America's reckoning with racism: The history already made in 2020" (Grace Tatter & Meghna

Chakrabarti for OnPoint @ WBUR) - Features our friend Bob Moses, founder of The Algebra Project

Recording of recent Town Hall on Quality Education as a Constitutional Right and associated website
with additional resources - Also features our friend Bob Moses, among other accomplished guests

"A review of New Jersey Prison Theater Cooperative's Caged" (Claire Adler for PEN America) -
Recognizing the outstanding work of our good friend Boris Franklin!

https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/product/9781595588340
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/product/9780674238145
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/product/9781541644977
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/product/9780374537449
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/product/9780805083354
https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/bryan-stevenson-on-the-frustration-behind-the-george-floyd-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/may/30/why-im-no-longer-talking-to-white-people-about-race?fbclid=IwAR2z-a7b8xQhrTSW040NCE5EyQypXyVX8wb36MaeTyaMuAHOoYNYjskGRXY
https://time.com/5846732/books-to-read-about-anti-racism/
https://time.com/5846732/books-to-read-about-anti-racism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/california-officials-blasted-for-prison-coronavirus-outbreak/2020/07/01/81eae9f0-bc01-11ea-97c1-6cf116ffe26c_story.html
https://pen.org/interview-with-nicole-fleetwood/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2020/06/18/college-programs-prisons-adapt-covid
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/
https://www.labyrinthbooks.com/
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/national-anti-boredom-month-july-2/
https://www.cnn.com/audio/podcasts/don-lemon-silence-is-not-an-option
https://www.usnewsbeat.com/
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/bootstraps-aniefre-essien-QrpDx5vu1WZ/
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/stitcher/unfinished-deep-south
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/stitcher/unfinished-deep-south
https://www.neonhum.com/telescope/
https://www.neonhum.com/telescope/
https://theonlyonepod.com/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/come-through
https://www.earwolf.com/show/yo-is-this-racist/
https://slate.com/podcasts/slow-burn/s4/david-duke
https://www.easternstate.org/
https://www.easternstate.org/search/node?keys=searchlight
https://nmaahc.si.edu/learn/talking-about-race
https://www.wbur.org/onpoint/2020/07/15/history-2020-bob-moses-taylor-branch
https://algebra.org/wp/
https://qualityeducationasaconstitutionalright.org/
https://qualityeducationasaconstitutionalright.org/resources-and-links/
https://qualityeducationasaconstitutionalright.org/resources-and-links/
https://pen.org/a-review-of-new-jersey-prison-theater-cooperatives-caged/
https://pen.org/a-review-of-new-jersey-prison-theater-cooperatives-caged/

